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Prayer List
TLC Disciples

Carol Bernlohr, Bonnie Knapp, Kris Glad (military), Ray Petersen (military), Jerry
Wion, Jim Reynolds

TLC Friends

John Light (heart), Jan Dykhius (cancer), Bill Sherman (terminal cancer), Elton
Richards (cancer), Jenny Dye, Stan Lembeck, Gary Ayres, Shawn, Richard and Delores Broking, Grace McDill and family, Olivia Lynne (born premature) and family,
Amanda Sigma (terminal cancer) and family, the McJanssen family
All names will be removed from the Prayer List next week. If you would like to
add a name to the new list, please email Marla (tlcmarla@comcast.net) or put the
name on a Communication Card and put the card in the offering plate.

Trinity Events
Saturday, October 28
9:00 am Quilters
10:00 am Zumba
5:00 pm Worship with
Communion

Sunday, October 29

8:15 am Worship with Communion
9:30 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship with
Communion
11:45 am Coffee Hour

Monday, October 30

10:00 am Foxdale Bible Study
5:45 pm Zumba
7:00 pm Fall Adult Study

Wednesday, November 1
9:00 am Pollen Partners

Thursday, November 2
5:45 pm Zumba
7:00 pm Bell Choir

Saturday, November 4

10:00 am Zumba
5:00 pm Worship with
Communion
5:30 pm SCS Family Game Night

Sunday, November 5

8:15 am Worship with Communion
9:30 am Sunday School
10:45 am Worship with
Communion
11:45 am Coffee Hour

Saturday, November 4

Readings - October 29
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36

500th Anniversary of the Reformation

“For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law”—Romans 3:28
The heart of Martin Luther’s work was the understanding that we are not saved by our own power or ability. Our salvation is a
gift from God. In God’s tender compassion Christ Jesus comes to save us from the powers of sin, death, and the devil. We will never be good enough to earn or deserve the gifts of forgiveness, eternal life, and life with God that we receive in Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, Christ came because God loves us and would not abandon us to destruction. Salvation isn’t about us. It’s all about Jesus.
Like many of his time, the young Luther didn’t understand this idea of the free gift of life in Jesus Christ. He believed that
there was a very high bar to jump over in order to earn the salvation of Christ. It was common in Luther’s day for preachers to try
to scare people into behaving by telling them how bad they were and how short they fell from what God wanted for them. This type
of preaching led people to think that salvation was something that they had to accomplish.
While he studied Holy Scripture, Luther rediscovered what the Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans (3:28) and his
heart was opened. Paul reminded Luther—and us—that it is God who makes us right through faith which is a gift to us through the
Holy Spirit.
Since our salvation is secured in and through Jesus, then what are we supposed to do? Luther tells us that we are still to do
good works, and we are still to love our neighbor. However, we do not do good works and good deeds SO THAT God will love us.
We do good works, good deeds, acts of mercy, and works of justice BECAUSE God first loved us in Jesus Christ. We love and
care for our neighbor because the Holy Spirit is leading and guiding us to do so. So, Luther would argue, don’t sit around worrying
about your salvation; get out there and start helping your neighbor.
What Luther learned, and teaches us, is that Jesus Christ is the great gift that changes, forms, and reforms us. Jesus is the one
who chose in his mercy to save us from sin, death, and the devil. Now Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit, is continuing to
work in this world and inviting you and me into that work of loving and caring for all people.
The Reformation calls us to re-center our lives in Christ. We are called and led by God to be a blessing to others. All of this is
possible because of what Jesus Christ has done and will continue to do. For that we can say – thanks be to God.
May you continue to be re-formed to share Christ’s love in the world, and may God be with you on this Reformation Sunday.
In Christ’s grace,
+Bishop Michael

